Friends and Neighbors 


Several German immigrant families were already in Astoria when the Basel's arrived. Germany 
had trade in Portland for grain and in Astoria for salt and mild cured salmon. Some of the 
German immigrants had jumped ship off the sailing vessels. Many became business men. 


I don't know if there was a formal organization for Germans in Astoria. Possibly there was a 
Sons of Hermann. But, getting together as an organized group or informally for picnics was a 
favorite social event in the late 1800s and early 1900s. 


I don't know anything about most of the people in these photos but I think most were among 
the Basel's German friends. 


I have learned that Barbara Hartwig's husband Ludwig was a carpenter, builder, contractor 
and worked on many of Astoria's buildings. I wonder if he and Rudolph Basel worked 
together on some projects. 


Charles Verschueren was born in Belgium. His wife Eliza “Lizzie” Hoefke's family was from 
Germany. Her father is listed in the 1900 census as a ship carpenter. Charles and Lizzie son 
John was prominent in the publishing of the Daily Astorian. 


Photos of friends in the Basel collection - by Sheryl Ginn, 25 October 2022 


1. Verschueren Wedding photo 

This is likely Charles Verschueren & Eliese “Eliza” Hoefke who married on May 4, 1897 
in Astoria. I can see that there could have been a strong connection between the Basels and 
Eliza's parents who were born and married in Kolberg, Koerlin, Germany /sgg: now Kolobrzeg, 
in Poland. Its on the Baltic Sea, east of Stralsund. 360 km from Barth (close to 224 miles by road. 
Closer by water]. 

Carl Ludwig Albert “Charles” Hoefke 

(bio by Kaye Beecham on Find A Grave) 

“Carl was born in Kolberg, Koerlin, Germany. He met and married his wife Anna in Kolberg, 
also. [m. Sept 1878] Their four children Elsie (Eliese) Marie, Maria Louise, Martha Ida 
Henriette and Heinrich Frederick Robert were all born in Kolberg prior to the family emigrating 
to America. In 1892 Anna arrived in Baltimore, Maryland with the children, there is no 
information on Carl's arrival but since he was a Sailor and a ship's carpenter I have 
assumed he came over while working on a ship and just remained. Subsequently the family 
settled in Astoria, Clatsop, Oregon. He became a U.S. citizen in 1904 in Clatsop, Oregon.” 


“Eliese Marie was the eldest daughter of Carl and Anna Hoefke. She was born and Baptized in 
Kolberg, Germany and emigrated to America with her Mother in 1892 at the age of 14. The 
family settled in Astoria, Clatsop, Oregon. she was married to Charles Verschueren in Astoria. 
Charles died in 1917 and evidently Elsie moved to Tacoma for a few years right after his 
death as in 1917 and 1920 she was listed in the Tacoma city Directory. It is unknown if her 
children were with her as they were not listed. She returned to Astoria as she was there 
when she died.” 


“T have no other information about him except that he signed as witness to Carl Hoefke's 
citizenship application, which could indicate he had emigrated from Belgium and was a citizen 
before Carl was. Charles and Elsie had three children, Garnet Anna, Carl Martin Rafael and 
John Joseph Hoefke.” 


2. Barbara L. Hartwig 

Her husband Ludwig T.F. Hartwig was a carpenter, builder and contractor. “Many of 
the buildings in the city [Astoria] were constructed by Mr. Hartwig and he was known as a 
most excellent and careful workman." ---The Morning Astorian 23 Feb 1909. Info from Find A 


Grave 


3. Gertrude Wedekin 

Daughter of prominent Astoria photographer Heinrich “Henry” Wedekin. Many of the photos 
in the Basel collection were done by the Wedekin Studio. The name is also spelled Wedekind. 
Per Find A Grave: “occupation: photographer. Also, in 1897 he ran the Star Dairy.” 


4. Mr. Skolten (a Skolten pops up in Norway. Skeltons are in Astoria, but later than the photo was.) 
Joseph P. Scothan, carpenter, was living near the Basels at 282 - 3" St. I think that 
location sounds like my mother's description of “kitty corner from the Franklin house.” He was 
born about 1840 in England. Died in Oregon in 1915. Will and Probate in Clatsop County. 


5. Inez Sackett 


Worked in mercantile store in Astoria. ID'd as friend of Anna Basel Peterson. Married Mr. 
Hunter and went to California. Prob Finnish. Born about 1885-86, so close to Anna's age. 


6. Marie Beck Palmberg 

Marie's parents were born in Germany — her father in Coberg, which appears to be in Bavaria. 
She was a life-long friend of Anna Basel Peterson. Marie was a few years younger, but was 
born on 23 April and Anna on 24 April. They celebrated birthdays together. Her husband was 
Emil Palmberg. They lived at the top of the 8" St. hill and had a Mercantile business and a 
grocery store there. Marie's 2 older daughters were Winnifred and Dorothy. There were two 


younger children. Marie's younger sister, Pauline, was also a good friend. She was married to 
George Kruckman. 


7. Bessie Lundquist Newman 

Bessie was born in Nebraska but both her parents were born in Sweden. They were in Astoria 
in 1900. I thought Lundquists were Basels' neighbors, but were living on 4*" St. in 1900. 
Bessie was a special friend of Anna Basel Peterson. They were in the same confirmation class 
at the Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church in 1901. Bessie was a witness for Anna & Johan's 
marriage. She married Charles Newman in Portland in 1908 and it looks like they lived there. 
But, they remained close friends to the Basel family. Their children were Claude Newman and 
Frances Newman Sanford. 
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German Picnic - Lena Basel is holding the pup. Minette, with sausage curls is beside her. Marie Zaage Basel is top right 
with flowered hat. The Ist man in back with black beard might be Rudolph Basel, Sr. 
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